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1.
Who is Eligible to Apply for Funding?
1.1
Only properly constituted, voluntary, not-for-profit organisations can apply for 


a grant under the Scheme.  INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY.

1.2
A voluntary organisation applying for grant aid under the Scheme must be 


able to demonstrate that:-


(a)
it carries out its activities otherwise than for profit and is not a public or 



local authority;


(b)
its activities will benefit either the whole of Greater Manchester or any 



part of it extending beyond the area of any particular district.

1.3
The support of seven out of ten districts is required for an application to be 


successful.

2.
Scope of Funding
2.1
Funding under the Scheme can be applied to the following areas of activity: 


culture (in its broadest sense), education and young people, social and 


community cohesion, economic development and job creation.

3.
Priorities


(a) 
For the Scheme
3.1 Organisations must meet either or both of the two priorities for the Greater 

Manchester Grants Scheme. These are:


(i)
to contribute to the recognition of Greater Manchester locally, 



nationally and internationally as a creative and vibrant County helping



to create the
conditions necessary to attract potential investment, and 


(ii)
to contribute to an improved quality of life for all its residents both 



through the priority above and by supporting agencies which assist



those who are vulnerable or disadvantaged.
3.2
It is the AGMA Statutory Functions Committee's policy to place emphasis on


organisations which:


(a)   
Provide a countywide service or form part of a countywide service or 



which contribute to an issue of countywide concern


(b)   
Provide coverage over at least the majority of the ten Districts which 



make up the County of Greater Manchester


(c)   
Attract significant revenue from other sources.


Priority will not be given to organisations which duplicate administration 


(either of other organisations or local authorities) or to services which would


be best organised on an individual district basis.


(b) 
For One off Funding
3.3 
The One-off Fund is to pump prime or support developing initiatives. Funding for one-off applications can only apply to finite projects which must not incur on-going revenue expenditure from AGMA.  

3.4 
It is the AGMA Statutory Functions Committee’s policy to give priority to one-off funding for:

(i) events or brief programmes


(ii)
general fixed term project costs (this can include staff costs for a fixed 



term period only)

3.5 The AGMA Statutory Functions Committee will consider applications 


requesting up to £10,000 (the maximum of £10,000 to be awarded in 


exceptional circumstances only). You are advised that Committee would not normally consider favourably one-off applications: 

(i) requesting in excess of £10,000 from AGMA

(ii) requesting 100% of project costs from AGMA

(iii) from revenue funded clients

(iv) from applicants which have already been supported three times or more via the Fund except where they are now applying for something new and developmental.

3.6 Where applications involve staffing this must be on a strictly fixed term

contract to achieve the completion of a finite activity and the Statutory 


Functions Committee accepts no liability for any subsequent revenue 


consequences.



3.7
Organisations which are applying for one-off grants for staffing costs are 


encouraged to use recognised nationally negotiated salary scales when 


drawing up their applications.  However, there will be no automatic 


comparability with similar local authority posts. It is expected that appropriate 


recruitment practices will be followed in the appointment of staff.

3.8
Where an organisation intends to use Local Authority premises to deliver the 


service or activities for which grant aid is requested, it must be noted that 


Local Authorities are subject to income targets and may charge.  Accordingly,


it is advised that organisations contact Local Authorities beforehand and then


make adequate budgetary provision to include venue hire costs as necessary. 

4.
Other Policy Factors

4.1
The Scheme is primarily for voluntary organisations which provide or


co-ordinate services or activities of benefit to Greater Manchester as a whole.


It is not the general policy of the Committee to approve applications for grant


aid if they fall into one or more of the categories below:


(i)
The service for which grant is requested covers a geographical area 



much broader than Greater Manchester and does not provide a service



for a significant number of people in Greater Manchester


(ii)
The grant application is for retrospective funding purposes or to make



good a deficit in funding


(iii)
The grant application is to make good the withdrawal of funding from



other sources (except where the Committee deems it to be



appropriate)


(iv)
The grant application is to support initiatives which are deemed to be



essentially the responsibility of other agencies (eg, the Health Authority



or individual District Councils)


(v)
The grant application is to support a campaign aimed primarily at



persuading central government to change one of its national policies


(vi)
The grant application is for activities for which local authorities are not 



empowered to give grants by legislation.

4.2 In addition to the policy factors above, please note that it is not the AGMA Statutory Functions Committee’s policy to fund one off applications for:

(i) equipment/furniture/vehicle costs (except where the equipment requested forms an integral and small element of an overall project, eg, sports equipment for a specific sports event)

(ii) building or refurbishment costs

(iii) the on-going revenue costs of a project.


Change of Use
4.3
Funding must be used for the purpose approved by the Committee.  If a 


change to this purpose is proposed, the AGMA Grants Unit must be notified 


immediately.  In such cases, organisations will be required to submit a new


application, except where less than £1,500 or 5% or less of the AGMA grant


approved is affected.


Frequency of Approvals

4.4
Funding to an organisation will be offered only once in any one financial year.

5.
Management Control
5.1
To ensure the safeguarding of public finance any organisation submitting a


grant application to AGMA will be required to demonstrate that:-


(i)       
it has a written constitution which clearly states its aims and objectives



and identifies the body responsible for the management of its work.



Any changes in constitution must be notified to the AGMA Grants Unit


(ii)     
its financial position indicates the need for assistance and it has made



and will continue to make every effort to maximise income from all



sources (details of which must be made available to the AGMA Grants



Unit)


(iii)
it has adequate expertise to carry out the activities for which any grant



may be given and is able to operate on a viable basis


(iv)   
it is able to meet all statutory requirements relating to employment of



staff, use of premises and provision of its service, including public



liabilities, insurance, etc


(v)
it is committed to the implementation of equal opportunities policies as 



an employer and in respect of the service it provides and takes action



to ensure equality of access to the provision of its services or activities


(vi)
it keeps proper financial records and makes them available for



inspection by Officers of the Lead District


(vii)
it makes appropriate arrangements for the annual auditing of its



accounts (as appropriate), and


(viii)
it has used any past assistance from the AGMA Statutory Functions



Committee or the AGMA Grants Committee (the forerunner to the



AGMA Statutory Functions Committee) or District Councils in



accordance with the purpose for which it was granted.
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